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Walking the avenues of downtown 
Venice, it is hard not to be captivated by 
the city’s vibrant, friendly community, 
beautiful landscaping, and rich 
history. Preserving the charm of this 
special place is at the heart of Venice 
MainStreet’s mission. Founded in 
1988, the volunteer-driven non-profit 
works with its partners, sponsors, and 
the community to protect, enhance, 
and promote economic vitality while 

celebrating the city’s historic character and bringing people together. According 
to Kara Morgan, CEO of Venice MainStreet, “We want everyone to feel that 
historic downtown Venice is the ‘living room’ of your city—full of life, energy, 
and activity.”

enice MainStreet maintains a robust calendar of downtown events 
for people of all ages, including art and craft shows, food and music 

festivals, wine and beer tastings, and a Friday night concert series in 
Centennial Park, among other events. Recently, its Venice Beach Party 

drew thousands of people, both locally and from out of town, to enjoy the 
sun and sand during the off-season. “Downtown business is slower-paced 
in the summer, so we try to attract visitors to inject some welcome revenue 
for the shops and restaurants,” says Nick Sperry, Venice MainStreet Event 
Coordinator. People can stay abreast of downtown happenings by subscribing 
to MainStreet’s weekly email newsletter, packed with information on upcoming 
activities and business advertisements and specials.

The organization is funded through grants, fundraising, sponsorships, and its 
partners’ membership dues. It is accredited through the Florida Main Street 
Program and nationally through Main Street America, a special mark of 
distinction. With the help of three full-time staff, Venice MainStreet is run 
by an all-volunteer Board of Directors and projects are achieved through 
five committees: Economic Vitality, Marketing, Membership, Design, and 
Organization.

Another vital component to MainStreet’s impact and success is 
the 75+ volunteers, known as The Downtowners, who walk the 
avenues downtown to greet visitors, give out information, and 
answer questions. During season, The Downtowners can be 
found six days a week at the information kiosk in Centennial Park.

Throughout its 30+ years, Venice MainStreet has focused 
on economic and financial tools to assist new and existing 
businesses, catalyze property development, and create a 
supportive environment for entrepreneurs 
that drive local economies. It has 
supported Venice’s transformation by 
enhancing the physical and visual assets 
that set the historic downtown district 
apart in our area. Through promotion, it 
continues to position downtown Venice 
as the center of the community and hub 
of economic activity, while creating a 
positive image that showcases Venice’s 
unique characteristics. By cultivating 
partnerships, community involvement, 
and resources, Venice MainStreet 
will continue to nurture a thriving 
downtown. Kara says “we offer incredible 
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opportunities to become involved in your community and invite 
everyone to become a partner of Venice MainStreet.”

For more information about this advertorial and how to help 
preserve and promote historic downtown Venice, call 
941.484.6722 or log on to VisitVeniceFL.org to learn more about 
volunteering, donating or joining Venice MainStreet. Located 
at 101 West Venice Avenue, Suite 23, Venice MainStreet is open 
from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday–Friday.V
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