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Every summer has a 

story, and while you are 

on a staycation, you can 

choose and create your 

own adventures. Some of 

the best memories can 

be made wearing flip-

flops, so why not set up 

your own Camp Paradise, 

where you can indulge 

in summer’s playful days 

right here on the Gulf!

Time for some 
casual fun 
and playing 
in the sun!

By  
Christiane FranCin

A Staycation…

Want a unique way to enjoy some fun in 
the sun? Create a seaside retreat for the 
day by setting up a beach tent or sun 
shade, and you’ll have your own special 
place, right on the shore. Nestle inside, 
and you can listen to the sounds of the 
shore as you read, rest, or nap. 

Pitch a tent and relax…



Set up an easy 
getaway room… 

Hang a lazy day 
hammock for 
yourself and set 
up a fun shelter 
like a tepee for the 
children to enjoy. 
Pick any theme 
you wish and fill 
the room with your 
staycation décor!

Go shopping…

Play tourist by heading into town to check out our many 
fine boutiques and stores. Peruse their offerings and find 
an easy-breezy piece of apparel and some accessories 
that you love! Take a few moments for yourself and set 
up a photo shoot on the beach wearing your beautiful 
new ensemble. Now, you have a keepsake photo to 
commemorate your staycation.

Enjoy a  
European-style 
breakfast on the 
deck or lanai… 

Picking up a variety 
of foods such as fresh 
fruits and breads 
from your favorite 
farmers’ market  
and having them 
ready for a morning 
treat is a wonderful 
way to start a breezy 
summer day.

Create refreshing mini bars in your garden…
Looking forward to an afternoon gathering of friends and family? Extend your serving areas 
by positioning a few simple wooden crates, which work beautifully as mini-bar stations for 
refreshing beverages. Each crate can have a different motif, with some featuring drinks for 
children and a few just for adults. Adding personal fans to these displays will enhance the 
atmosphere and allow your guests to create their own island breezes. 
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Slip into a bath filled with bubbles or the fragrant oil of your choice.  
Light candles and ease into the perfect way to end your day at Camp Paradise.

It’s time for an evening treat…

Prepare a special retreat almost anywhere in the home by setting up a blanket fort or tent for your 
little campers, complete with their favorite cuddly friends, flashlight, books and other comforts. 
Full of mystery and delight, they’ll sleep wonderfully through the night!

Evening comes, and it’s time for bed…

Grill s’mores with a tropical twist…  

Combine everyone’s favorite ingredients of chocolate, marsh-
mallow and graham crackers with the tropical taste of bananas 
and creamy peanut butter for a staycation treat. Find the 
recipe at http://www.topateonyourplate.com/2013/07/grilled-
smores-with-peanut-butter-and.html.

Enjoy Dining in Paradise…

Tap into the sense of rest and relaxation that are the heart 
of the staycation experience by taking some time off from 
preparing meals. Choose from the wonderful selection 
of eateries featured in our Dining Guide on page 54 and 
savor a fabulous dinner in town!

Take an after-dinner walk along the shore...

Go for a walk at any of the area’s beaches and appreciate 
the evening show as the sun sets over the Gulf and as you 
watch the colors dance across the sky and water. 

G u l f  C o a s t 
C u i s i n e
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We invite you 
to peruse the 
eateries found  

in our  
Dining Guide,
read intriguing 
articles about 

fine local 
restaurants 
and discover 

delicious recipes 
in our Gulf 

Gourmet section.

Turn the page  
and begin  

 to explore these 
culinary delights…

 
Watermelon Granita  
recipe on page 48.


