
Dogs
Want to know whether a dog is more 
of an outdoors type or a pampered 
pooch? The thickness of its paws will 
clue you in! Thicker pads covered with 
road-roughened skin are the hallmark 
of canines that live more of a “ruff-
and-tumble” lifestyle. When carpeting 
or grass are the toughest surfaces a 
dog experiences, pups possess thin, soft 
pads. Located on the paw’s inner layer 
of skin, the sweat glands are part of 
the dog’s temperature regulating system. 
The placement of these glands enables 
the dog to keep cool and also provides 
important lubrication for the paws, 
which keeps them from drying out. Paws 
also provide essential protection from the 
cold. When a dog’s paw touches chilly 
ground, the arteries within it and the legs 
pump the cooled blood back through the 
body, where it is heated up, and then it 
cycles back through the body, warming 
up the pup.

Cats
While a cat normally has a total of 18 toes, a figure that encompasses four toes and one 
dewclaw on each front paw, and four toes on each back paw, some kitties have extra 
toes, which are usually found on the front paws. The skin pads on their paws are both 
tough enough to offer protection when walking on rough surfaces and also sensitive 
enough that felines can use them to distinguish temperature and other environmental 
conditions. Cats with single-colored fur usually have paws that are similar in shade to 
their coat of hair. Multi-hued kitties have paws ranging in color from pink to black.

Raccoons
These furry friends are noted for 
their uniquely adroit appendages. 
They have four feet with five toes 
on both their front and hind feet, 
which provides them with greater 
stability and power as they run 
and climb. Having larger back 
feet helps the raccoon maintain 
its balance, particularly when it 
is putting its front paws to use. 
Similar to human hands both in 
appearance and dexterity, the five 
extremely nimble toes on their front 

paws function like five little fingers, allowing the raccoon to easily 
grasp and manipulate food it finds in the wild as well as a variety 
of other objects, including doorknobs, jars, and latches. The 
raccoon’s most powerful sense is touch and their front paws are 
highly sensitive, particularly when under water. For this reason, 
these inquisitive critters like immersing the objects they discover 
and examining them more closely in water whenever they can.

Squirrels
Like dogs, squirrels have sweaty feet, 
since their sweat glands are located 
between the footpads and paws 
between their toes. As a result, when 
they get hot or excited, these animated 
little critters leave wet tracks. Squirrels 
also use their sweat to mark trees 
within their territory. 

The next time you see one of these 
wonderful creatures, you may want to 
take a pause to appreciate the wonder 
of their incredible paws!
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Oh, the Wondrous Paw’s Abilities!  
Interesting Animal Facts

urry friends abound all around us, some even in our homes! As animal lovers, we may share our 

lives with cats, dogs, rabbits, or hamsters, to name a few of our favorite cuddly companions. 

If we go for a walk through our neighborhoods or at one of the area’s many parks, we will find even 

more critters like raccoons and squirrels. When you explore these pages, you will learn some fun 

facts about paws, one of the traits that all of these animals have in common. 
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N A T U R E

Hamsters, Gerbils & 
Guinea Pigs
Like rabbits, gerbils thump when they are 
excited or scared; however, gerbils also 
do this even when they are not stressed, 
particularly when young. Quick on their 
feet, gerbils are one of the fastest rodents: 
they have been clocked at speeds of 
up to 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) per hour. 
Although hamsters have short legs and 
wide feet, they also love to run. The biggest of the trio, guinea pigs, have three toes on 
their forefeet and four on their hind feet. To keep their claws from growing, these require 
regular trimming.

Rabbits
As an expression of 
happiness, rabbits use 
their feet when they 
“binky,” a unique move- 
ment that involves run-
ning, jumping into the 
air, twisting their body, 
and flicking their feet. 
The rabbit’s strong hind 
limbs allow them to jump to great heights and distances: they can 
leap over one meter (about 3.3 feet) high or three meters in length, 
or nearly 10 feet! When they are on the lookout for predators, 
they will stand upright on their hind legs, which they will use to 
thump the ground to signal if they see something or “any bunny” 
of concern.


