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amping in a recreational vehicle can be a wonderful 
experience for both owners and their pets. Excursions like 
these can create wonderful memories, particularly if the 
trip is well planned for you and your pet’s comfort.

Before you begin to plan your outing, dog owners will want to 
consider the following questions:

Are you able to physically restrain your dog in the presence of 
distractions such as other dogs, squirrels, deer or other creatures 
that may be in the environment, and keep your pet close by your 
side? 

Can you keep your pet’s noise to a minimum, especially when 
left alone in the RV? 

After considering the questions above, the next step is to decide 
where to go. As you select your destination, check with the 
campground or resort to verify that pets are permitted, as they 
are prohibited at some locations. While cats and other animals 
that tend to stay inside the RV are not usually an issue, bringing 
a dog may mean knowing and adhering to additional rules and 
restrictions at some private campgrounds.

After deciding to go ahead with your camping trip, you will want 
to attend to certain details long before you hit the road. 

Vet check. Make sure your pet’s vaccinations, shots, flea treat-
ments and other medical needs are up to date. If your destination 
is heavily wooded, you may want to consider a Lyme disease 
vaccine for your dog or cat. Especially important is the rabies tag, 
as many parks will not admit your furry friend without it. Prepare 
the most current records, a recent photo of your pet, and your 
vet’s contact information to bring with you. As you plan ahead, 
finding the closest veterinarian’s office to your campground is 
also recommended. 

Tag ‘em. Be sure that the contact information 
on your pet’s tags is current. Another option is 
to buy a temporary tag for Rover or Fluffy to 
wear in addition to the regular ones, detailing 
your pet’s name, the park and site you will be 
staying at, the dates you will be there, and 
a cellular or local contact phone number. 
If you do not have the site information in 
advance, you may add a line about contacting 
the RV park manager or ranger.

Extra protection. It is recommended that your pets have 
both their tags and an additional form of identification like a 
microchip. More information can lead to quicker reunions if you 
and your furry friend were ever to be separated. Tags can be read 
on the spot, which allows people to get in touch with you right 
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away. In the case your pet slips free from 
or otherwise loses his collar, a microchip 
can be scanned. 

Equipped for success. Harnesses are 
the preferred attire for dogs in a camping 
environment, as they cannot slip free 
from these types of restraints. Be sure 
that your pet’s leash and collar are 
in good condition. Bringing spares of 
these important pieces of equipment is 
recommended, as breakage or loss could 
occur. For leashes, the popular retractable 
style is not advisable, as your pet may 
more easily get tangled around trees, 
bushes or other people. Also, many places 
require leashes to be six feet in length or 
shorter. 

Med kit. As part of your own gear, 
packing a first-aid kit is essential and it is 
easy to add some just-in-case accessories 
for your pet. Ask your veterinarian for 
a complete first-aid checklist for your 
furry friend. Additionally, bring any 
medications your pet may be taking, as 
well as copies of any prescriptions. 

Necessary items. As you pack, remember 
to bring plenty of food and treats, your 
pet’s bed and blankets, and a sweater 
for smaller dogs in case of cooler nights. 
If your pet is sensitive to food or water 
changes, consider bringing bottled water. 
Whatever type of food or water your 
canine companion enjoys at home should 
be taken on the trip, and also make sure 
to include favorite toys. Additional towels 
just for your pet can be a huge help. Wet 
towelettes can also be handy and effective 
for wiping off dirty paws. Depending 
upon the terrain, you may want to 
consider booties to protect your buddy’s 
feet. Most importantly, don’t forget to 
bring biodegradable doggie waste bags so 
you always have what you need to clean 
up after your pet as this helps to keep our 
parks clean and green.

These tips should give you some guidance 
in preparing for your trip. In the next 
issue, additional suggestions about the 
camping experience itself will follow, so 
you’ll be all ready to hit the road with 
your canine companion!
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