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waying palm trees, abundant sunshine and beautiful beaches aren’t the 
only attractive features you’ll find in Venice—the city also boasts several 
outdoor murals which are on display for passersby to gaze at and enjoy. 
Each skillfully crafted by a different artist, every design was created to 
complement the city’s history, architecture and geographical location 
while also enhancing the area’s aesthetic value. Between 2006 and 2008, 

Venice Area Beautification, Inc. and the Hamilton Square Association both took part in 
organizing one or more of these projects. Although 10 years have passed since many 
of these artworks were completed, residents and visitors alike can still appreciate the 
beauty of these magnificent masterpieces. 

Panoramic Portraits in Paradise

S

his visual timeline stands as an 
honorable tribute to those who 

played a vital role in the birth and 
development of Venice. Artist Coleen 
Henry paints a stunning portrait of the 
city’s founders while also paying homage 
to some of the organizations that helped 
contribute to the town’s economy. The 
canvas concludes with a jumping marlin, 
a sailboat gliding across the turquoise 
waters and a bouquet of exotic flora, all 
revealing to the viewer the tropical oasis 
that now thrives. Strategically placed 
parallel to the Legacy Trail near the 
Venice Avenue Bridge, this enormous 
mural can be seen by boat, car or foot, 
serving as a humble reminder of those 
who labored to make Venice the paradise 
that it is today. 

Title: “Welcome to Venice”

Location: Corner of Tamiami Trail and Tampa Avenue East 

Project of: Hamilton Square Association

Funded by: Hamilton Square Association

Artist: Charlene Yoder

Year: 2008

ne look at this Mediterranean-inspired mural, and you might think you’ve been transported to Italy! Artist 
and instructor Charlene Yoder, along with some of her students, created a realistic view of Venezia, the 
floating city, complete with a balustrade, gondolas, wrought-iron balconettes, screen-arcaded terraces, 

terra cotta roofs and majestic palm trees. The project, commissioned by the Hamilton Square Association, adds 
visual appeal to the back of one of the buildings that was in need of a cosmetic update, while keeping true 
to the architectural style of the city. The result is an awe-inspiring piece full of character that showcases the 
personalities and interests of the building’s business owners with lots of fun finds just waiting to be discovered. 

Title: “Venice Remembered” • Location: Legacy Trail near the Venice Avenue Bridge

Project of: Venice Area Beautification, Inc. • Funded by: Ehrhart Family Foundation

Artist: Coleen Henry • Year: 2006

ermaids, dolphins, turtles and fish are just 
a few types of sea life seen swimming in 
this unique mural constructed completely 

out of tile. Created by artist Catherine Beausoleil, 
along with several student artists, the captivating 
piece of art was placed in a location that is both 
out in the open but also somewhat obscured 
from sight, making it that much more intriguing. 
Perfectly positioned in Centennial Park near the 
Intergenerational Fountain where children frolic and 
play, the colorful and charming showpiece adds a 
bit of whimsy to the park, inviting viewers to stop 
and count the abundant aquatic species of life found 
in this fascinating underwater world.

Title: “MerKids” • Location: Centennial Park

Project of: Venice Area Beautification, Inc.
   Funded by: Ehrhart Family Foundation 

Artist: Catherine Beausoleil • Year: 2007
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iewing the mural painted along the wall just south of the Circus 
Bridge on Venice Island may call to mind the sounds of jovial music 

and the laugher of children. A visual parade of art rendered by artist 
Frances Smith, this playful panoramic portrait is a fitting tribute to the city’s 
32-year history as the winter quarters for Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
Circus. Spectators can see the elephants exit the train and watch as the 
clowns, animals and performers emerge from the Venice Circus Arena, make 
their procession down the wall and greet the townspeople as they go. 

he scenic land and water exhibit 
featured on the east side of the 

Venice Theatre building in Michael Biehl 
Park offers a picturesque view of the wildlife 
habitat that abounds in our area. Showcasing 
creatures of the earth, air and sea, artist B.J. 
Carson has captured the essence of a serene environment where all 
animals live in harmony. Visitors to the park can sit on a bench and 
enjoy the sight from a distance or get a close-up view and uncover 
the subtle details waiting to be revealed. Bubbling fountains in front of 
the painted aquarium add to the tranquil atmosphere, while outdoor 
lighting illuminates the artwork at night, transforming the mesmerizing 
mural into a glowing and alluring attraction. 

The next time you’re visiting the downtown area, stop and appreciate 
these vibrant works of art. In the meantime, stay tuned for the next 
mural to be featured at the Founder’s Walkway on Venice Avenue, 
which is scheduled to be completed by the end of this year. 
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Title: “Circus Mural”

Location: Tamiami Trail, south of the Circus Bridge

Project of: Venice Area Beautification, Inc.

Funded by: Ehrhart Family Foundation

Artist: Frances Smith

Year: 2008

Title: “Sharing Paradise in Venice”

Location: Michael Biehl Park

Project of: Venice Area Beautification, Inc.

Funded by: Ehrhart Family Foundation 

Artist: B.J. Carson • Year: 2006
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Venice Area Businesses…
From 2015 — mid-June 2017,  
we reached more than 893,685 
readers who viewed our posts and 
have enjoyed our        page!

Ask us how you can 
receive a complimentary  
ad on our Facebook page, 
and gain more exposure 
for your business.
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Like us on Facebook, and learn 
about upcoming events,  
see beautiful photography, get great 
décor ideas and more!
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