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elcoming visitors with an always-open door comes a neighborhood attraction that never 
charges a fee. Evoking a presence of home, a Little Free Library is a miniature residence for 

the books that dwell inside. You can spot these unique abodes posted near a public park or 
scattered within a quiet neighborhood. Constructed of warm wood or sleek metal, they may be 

decorated in bright yellow paint or various other eye-catching styles. Bikers, walkers and passersby have 
the exciting opportunity to explore the tiny shelves in search of their next beloved book.

When you encounter these lovable libraries, the bestseller or cherished classic that has long been on your 
reading list might just be waiting to greet you. With a surprise under every little roof, adults, children, 
residents and travelers are invited to “take a book, return a book.” Operating under this honor system, these 
locations also give visitors the chance to donate favorite reads, explore enticing collectibles or share new 
literature with others. Best of all, no library card is required! Containing a variety of fantasy, thriller, history, 
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children’s books and more, these small library houses have 
something for everyone to discover. Whether you seek reading 
suggestions, want to change up your usual genre of choice or 
simply just have a curious eye, these adored libraries provide a 
bundle of beautiful book options. 

aving so many intriguing reading options right at your 
fingertips might seem like a dream come true. For 
many, it is! As of 2018, over 70,000 little libraries 
are known to be registered. The first of which was 

created in 2009 by Todd Bol, who developed the library as 
a memorial tribute to his mother. Today, through this unique 
nonprofit organization, he, Rick Brooks and other early adopters 
have assisted in bringing a Little Free Library to 50 states and 
85 countries, including Venice, California; Venice, Italy; and 
Venice, Florida. In select neighborhoods, storytelling meetups, 
book swaps and programs such as Kids, Community & Cops 
and Action Book Club are some of the ways Little Free Library 
helps promote literacy and strengthen community bonds across 
the globe.    

The power of reading is one to be treasured, and Little Free 
Library reminds us to share and value all the possibilities that 
come with gathering around a good book. You, too, can share 
this group’s important purpose with others by starting your 
very own tiny home for books. For more information, log on to 
LittleFreeLibrary.org.
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Want to check out some of our local Little Free Libraries? 
Six can be found on Venice Island at the following 
locations: along Apalachicola Road, Bayshore Drive 
(bottom), Golden Beach Boulevard, and Valencia Road 
(top); on the corner of Nokomis Avenue S. and Aurora 
Street W.; and at the intersection of Spadaro Drive and 
Golden Beach Blvd. (left page).


