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Many popular natural elements are used to decorate these 
enchanting displays including sea stars, shells, coral, sea grass, 
crabs, sea urchins, and even fish scales. With an artistic eye and 
skilled hand, Peter forms exquisite flowers such as poinsettias and 
gardenias using the scales of redfish, gar and tarpon. He also crafts 
realistic-looking daffodils, roses, pansies, lilies, chrysanthemums, 
and magnolias from a variety of shells. 

Peter admits that some of his best creations have originated from 
customers’ suggestions. For instance, the shell flower bouquet 
which was introduced to the company’s product line last year, 
came at the request of a visitor to his studio. After a successful 
outcome, Peter added the design to his collection along with 
matching boutonnieres. “This versatile bouquet can be used for 
weddings, anniversaries or vows renewals,” reveals Peter. “It can 
also put into a vase or displayed on a nightstand as a decorative 
accent.” Round centerpieces, featuring either an open middle 
area that’s ideal for a candle or a closed center section, also was 
suggested by a customer. “These décor pieces are perfect for small 
tables and make great gifts,” shares Peter.

Other ideas like the frosted trees and 
wreaths just came to him. Peter discovered 
how to soften the deep color of the 
evergreen by dusting it with a light coat of 
white spray paint. He then added a string 
of white lights before embellishing it. This 
technique,” he says, “really enhances my 
coastal collection.” 

Two new designs debuting this season 
are ceiling fan shell pull chains and shell 
flower ornaments. “I have wanted to make 
shell pull chain ornaments for some time,” 
says Peter, “and the inspiration for the 
shell flower ornament came when I was 
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thinking of something to create for a friend.” Adding an extra 
décor accent to the shell flower ornaments, Peter inserted pearl 
studded pins, which also protect the flowers when placed on a 
hard surface.

Each year, Trees by the Sea produces 150 decorative trees and 
100 wreaths, which can be seen at upscale juried art and craft 
shows throughout the state, as well as at Peter’s home studio 
in Venice. This season, now through April 2020, Peter will be 
participating in shows from Ft. Myers to Jacksonville and across 
the state to West Palm Beach, Stuart and Mount Dora.

If you’re interested in purchasing a Trees by the Sea design, 
you can select a readymade item from the company’s inventory 
or place a special order, which usually takes about a week to 
complete. While the trees may look delicate, first-time buyers can 
rest assured, knowing that their newfound treasure was made to 
last. Peter assures, “I build them to be strong so they can easily be 
transported to shows, shipped out of state or packed away without 
getting damaged.” Most importantly, Peter adds, “I want everyone 
who purchases one of my products, whether for yourself or 
someone else, to be completely satisfied with the end result, and 
my goal is to continue to work hard to exceed your expectations.” 

For more information about this advertorial, to place an order 
or make an appointment to visit the studio, call 941.468.6992 
or email icedancer1@comcast.net. To view a complete list of 
upcoming shows, log on to TreesByTheSea.com.

When an artist’s imagination, curiosity and creativity come into 

alignment, it makes room for an idea to be cultivated until a 

masterpiece can be born. Peter Murfitt, owner of Trees by the 

Sea, is one such artist. Capturing the area’s coastal charm, Peter 

combines handpicked beach treasures with synthetic evergreen 

trees, swags, wreaths and centerpieces, transforming them into 

beautiful award-winning works of art, suited for any season.
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Shell Flower Bouquet

All styles using exotic & native wood, veneer, stone, 
glass, leather, gold leaf and more...

Uncompromising attention to craftmanship & details.

“If you can’t find it, I can build it!”

One-of-a-Kind, Handcrafted, Artful Furniture
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