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in Paradise
When Florida’s beautiful sunny skies beckon, who can 

resist their call? Although many may choose a beach 

day filled with sand and surf, some find it’s an ideal time 

to partake in their favorite activity such as golf, tennis, 

pickleball or bocce, soon discovering that Venice is the 

perfect place to enjoy active pursuits in paradise.
“Plantation Golf & Country Club puts it all together with two great professional golf 
courses, a clubhouse with a variety of amenities to suit every need and a dedicated 
staff that just wants to please both members and guests. It’s a way of life here that 
works like no other club in the area.”  v Tom Noyes, General Manager

Golfers of all skill levels will appreciate that Venice and the surrounding area is 
home to a score of private, semi-private and public golf courses, with a number of 
these being located within amenity-rich communities. Designed by award-winning 
architect Ron Garl, the two 18-hole courses at the private, equity, member-owned 
Plantation Golf & Country Club offer a challenge to all levels of golfers. According 
to GolfLink.com, Plantation’s Bobcat Course measures 6,813 yards from the longest 
tees, and has a slope rating of 132 and a 73 USGA rating; and the Panther Course, 
which boasts new greens and bunkering, measures 6,427 yards from the longest 
tees, and has a slope rating of 129 and a 70 USGA rating. The driving range, putting 
green, and Golf Learning Center featuring V1 and FlightScope technology and a 
Titleist Fitting Center provide members a chance to learn and improve their game 
with its team of PGA and LPGA professionals. 

“Home for 30 years to the LPGA Second Stage Qualifying School, the golf courses 
and facilities are highly regarded by professionals and amateurs alike,” shares 
Plantation’s Sales and Marketing Director Dawn Pentesco. Director of Golf Sean 
Martin concurs, adding, “Our two championship 18-hole golf courses are among 
the best in Southwest Florida, drawing members and guests from a wide surrounding 
area. Our golf shop and training programs provide both novice and seasoned golfers 
with everything they need to enjoy the game and become better golfers.”
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“Sarasota National offers its residents fitness and rec-
reational activities typically associated with ‘resort style’ 
living. The active, community programs for all skill 
levels include day and night tennis, bocce ball and 
pickleball…To top it all off is a swimming pool complex 
that really makes you feel like you are on vacation!”  

v Bob Halsted, Fitness & Tennis Coordinator

“The Venice Golf and Country is more than the sum of its parts. Life 
here is a dynamic experience where the interaction between members, 
employees and the residents creates a unique culture of caring and 
wellbeing that makes each member feel unique and appreciated in 
meeting their personal lifestyle choices.” v Jay Alfes, Executive Chef

The Venice Golf and Country Club (VGCC), a member-
owned, equity club, is situated within 460 verdant acres, 
with the private course designed by noted course architect, 
Ted McAnlis, serving as the community’s centerpiece. 
GolfLink.com states that the course measures 6,747 yards 
from the longest tees and has a slope rating of 136 and a 
73 USGA rating. Head Golf Professional Mike Pasilla says, 
“The Venice Golf and Country Club offers an exceptional 
golfing experience, with second-to-none course conditions 
and a challenging yet fair course layout.”

Adding to its appeal, VGCC has garnered numerous 
accolades for its environmentally responsible practices. 
Among its many honors, the community is GEO Certified® 
by the Golf Environment Organization; is recognized by 
the Green Business Bureau for adopting a broad range of 
best “green” practices; and participates in the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf, which aims to 
enhance the valuable natural areas and wildlife habitats 
that golf courses provide. 

Sarasota National offers an outstanding golf course, one that the 
community’s Director of Golf, Mark Trotter, describes as a “player-
friendly course that will challenge the best of players…offering the finest 
of the conditions and the best greens in southwest Florida.” According to 
GolfLink.com, the 18-hole semi-private championship course, designed 
by award-winning course architect Gordon B. Lewis, measures 7,344 
yards from the longest tees; has a slope rating of 129 and a 74.2 USGA 
rating; and features 4 sets of tees for different skill levels. An Audubon 
International Certified Signature Sanctuary, the course is surrounded 
by native wetlands and preserves, providing a beautifully dramatic 
backdrop. 

Golf membership to Sarasota National affords individuals with exclusive 
access to the 5,336-square-foot golf clubhouse with dining, 19th Hole 
bar and lounge, and the men’s and women’s card rooms and locker 
rooms. Head Golf Professional Charlie Darbyshire says, “Sarasota 
National is not only a great place to play but learn the game as well. The 
golf programs are tailored from the low handicaps to beginners, which 
makes the game fun for all.”
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Award-Winning, AFFORDABLE Dining
A Taste of Fresh, Local Flavor

Est. 2002Fresh Seafood • Early Birds • Happy Hour • Full Bar 
Sandwiches • Landlubber Dinners • Private Banquet Facilities

Locally
Owned 

& Operated

LeftCoastSeafood.com • Open Daily at 11 for lunch & dinner385 US 41 Bypass N. in Venice • 941•485•5064

If you enjoy tennis, you’ll discover plenty of opportunities to play throughout the 
Venice area, as tennis courts and practice walls can be found at parks throughout the 
county. To take your game to the next level, however, you may want to consider the 
advantages of the tennis programs offered in these communities.

Director of Tennis for Plantation Golf & Country Club, David Siddons notes, “We have 
13 Har-Tru tennis courts that are filled a good deal of the day with our very active tennis 
members, many of whom come from outside the confines of the Plantation community. 
Between practices and scheduled tournaments, our tennis members are among our 
most fervent participants at Plantation.” Adding to the mix, Plantation’s tennis complex 
hosts weekly leagues, junior tennis programs and other member activities, including 
night play. The fully stocked pro shop offers the latest equipment and apparel, stringing 
services and practice equipment. If you want to develop your skills further, the club’s 
onsite USTPA-certified instructors provide lessons for players at all levels.

Tennis enthusiasts will appreciate The Venice Golf and Country Club’s four well-
maintained Har-Tru courts and the active tennis lounge, home to the club’s tennis 

association. According to the community website, Recreational and Golf members are welcome to join the many tennis events, including 
biweekly clinics, round robins and intraclub tournaments organized by the club’s tennis professional. “Our tennis program is the perfect 
blend of social and competitive,” says Jim Dempsey, Director of Tennis/Wellness. “There are plenty of opportunities to relax and have 
fun. Everyone is very friendly and inclusive of new members. On the competitive end, we have eight leagues that play out of here during 
the season. We pride ourselves in offering whatever type of tennis that makes members happy.”

As part of Sarasota National’s active community programs that are available for individuals at all skill levels, Bob Halsted, Fitness & 
Tennis Coordinator advises that the community offers six Har-Tru tennis courts, which are available for day and night tennis. 

Tennis

Known also as Italian lawn bowling, bocce is both one of the most widely played 
games in the world and one of the oldest lawn or yard games. According to the 
United States Bocce Federation, bocce is currently the third-most participated 
sport around the globe, ranking only behind golf and soccer. Its Renaissance 
in America is credited to early twentieth-century immigrants from Italy who 
introduced the sport into this country. Today, it has taken off to such a point 
that it is estimated that there are currently more than 25 million enthusiasts in 
the United States. 

Many communities throughout our area now offer bocce. A game that can be 
completed in about an hour and is easily learned by people of all ages and 
abilities, bocce is available at both Sarasota National and Plantation Golf & 
Country Club, where it has continued to thrive since the program was introduced 
over a decade ago. Plantation offers four bocce courts, where about 175 people 
compete in the community’s leagues and others participating in open play. New 
players are welcome to join in league play as no prior experience is necessary 
and instruction, if desired, is available.  

Whether you prefer golf, tennis, pickleball, bocce or other active pursuits, 
you may want to take a closer look at one of these outstanding country club 
communities, where you can get to know other enthusiasts, among the many 
benefits. There, you can explore a variety of memberships to suit your needs, 
including full, golf, tennis, recreational and even social memberships, as well as 
a number of options for nonresidents. Once you discover all that the Gulf Coast 
has to offer, you will soon find it is the ideal place to pursue your passion!

Bocce
Fun for people of all ages and skill levels, pickleball is a paddle 
sport that was invented in 1965. Combining elements of tennis, 
badminton and ping-pong, it is played inside or outdoors on a 
badminton-sized court with a slightly modified tennis net. Easy 
for beginners to learn, it can also develop into a fast-paced, 
competitive game for experienced players.

By the numbers, pickleball is an activity that is steadily increasing in 
popularity: more than 2.5 million people in the U.S. participate in 

Pickleball
pickleball, according to the Sports & Fitness Industry Association. 
Additionally, the USA Pickleball Association notes that over 
15,000 indoor and outdoor courts can be found in the United 
States and that new court construction throughout the United 
States, especially in the southern states, has been on the uptick.

In Sarasota County, it may be as easy as heading to your favorite 
park to find a place to play, since a number of parks offer indoor 
or outdoor facilities for playing pickleball. From October 
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through May, the indoor courts provide an air-conditioned 
venue with a wide array of play times available. The outdoor 
lines courts are available year-round on a first come, first 
served basis, and, for some of these facilities, players 
will need to bring their own net. The county also offers 
a variety of pickleball leagues, socials, tournaments, and 
demonstrations during the year. 

Given the sport’s appeal, many communities also provide 
venues for pickleball. Plantation Golf & Country Club 
currently has two courts, where members can play two 
to three times weekly. No prior experience is needed and 
instruction is available, so new players are always welcome. 
Sarasota National boasts four dedicated pickleball courts.
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