
Self Publishing  
Made Easy

Serbin Printing & Publishing can take you step by step, from 
concept to finished product. You are in control of your book in  
all stages of publishing. Serbin Printing provides the talents of 
award-winning graphic designers to create dynamic cover designs 
and page layouts. “We also offer evaluation of your manuscript, 
copy editing and illustrations,” says Robin Clark of Serbin Printing.

Choose from traditional offset book printing or print-on-demand 
digital book printing. “Our technologies now allow you to print 
as little as 25 copies for personal use or thousands for mass 
marketing,” explains Robin. Choose from softcover or hardcover, 
dust jackets, perfect adhesive binding or smythe sewn binding. 
Paper stocks range from 60 lb. opaque text to 100 lb. gloss text, 
and ink colors from black and white to full color. Serbin Printing 
and Publishing will guide you to what best fits your needs.

“We know you have put a lot of effort and time into your 
manuscript,” says Robin. “With our experienced staff we can  
make your dreams come true. We can assist you with  
obtaining bar codes, ISBN numbers and copyrighting your work.  
By self publishing, you own all the rights to your work.”

For more information about this advertorial, consultation  
or pricing, contact Robin Clark, 941-366-0755 or e-mail 
RClark@SerbinPrinting.com. Visit Serbin Printing online at  
www.SerbinPrinting.com. Serbin Printing is located at  
1500 North Washington Blvd., Sarasota. 

Handmade Italian Ceramics & Murano Glass Jewelry

223 Miami Avenue W., Venice Island
Mon-Sat 10 to 5, Sun 10 to 3 • 941.484.8739

Coppola Artistica

Coolibar
Quality Sun Protection

hile out and about in the Venice area recently, you may have 
noticed colorfully decorated rocks, carefully nestled in unusual 

spots like along a store’s front window ledge, near the children’s 
fountains, or right on top of a park sign. If you happened to pick 

one of these stones up for a closer look, you would have seen  
it was embellished with a creatively rendered design, possibly featuring a 
familiar cartoon character like the Cat in the Hat, or inscribed with an uplifting 
message that made you smile. After appreciating its unique attributes, it 
would only be natural to wonder where it came from, who made it and why 
someone hid such a lovely little artwork. Created by numerous individuals in 
our community, these fancifully decorated pieces have been hidden throughout 
the area in the hopes that they may bring a bit of happiness to the people lucky 
enough to discover them.

The local rock-painting trend is part of a larger initiative, the Kindness Rocks 
Project℠ that was established in 2015 in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, by Megan 
Murphy. She shares that finding heart-shaped stones and pieces of seaglass at the 
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Local artist Victoria Dietz’s Venice-inspired designs.

W

Riley & Harper show off their finds.



941.488.8666
203 W. Venice Ave., Venice, FL

ALEX AND ANI
JEWELRY COLLECTION
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STOP IN AND VISIT OUR STORE ON VENICE ISLAND!V e n i c e  i S l a n d

Dick’s
OESS

Join Our “Lucky 7”
Shoe Club and get

FREE SHOES!

219 W. Venice Ave., Venice235 W. Miami Ave., Venice www.dicksshoes.com
941•488•4999

VOTED BEST PLACE TO BUY SHOES, 16 YEARS IN A ROW

Apparel • Sandals
Accessories

Galleria Umbrellas 
223 B Miami Ave. W

On Venice Island
716.410.5363

Fine, Fabulous & 
Funky Boutique

Venice In 
Vogue

Get Creative!
• Start by selecting some rocks. Home-
and-garden centers and craft stores 
generally sell smooth river stones.

• Prep the rocks. Start by cleaning, 
then allowing them to dry completely. 
Next, prime your stones by applying 
one to two coats of white or light-
colored acrylic or craft paint. By using 
a lighter shade as primer, it not only 
helps subsequent layers to adhere to 
your rock, it also enables the colors to 
appear brighter.

• Paint your artwork. For this step, 
regular acrylic paints are recommended; 
however, you can use Sharpie oil-
based paint pens or other paint markers 
for finer details.

• Let paint dry, then put your message 
to the back of your rock. In addition 
to listing the group name for posting 
pictures of your artworks, it’s also 
suggested that you might want to pro-
vide a unique hashtag so that it’s easier 
to search for those posts.

• Make sure the surface is completely 
dry, then apply a clear, non-toxic 
sealant to protect your design. With 
our area’s sunny and rainy weather, it’s 
advisable to use a UV-resistant product.

• Spread the love by sharing your 
rocks! Please note that hiding rocks on 
private property or without permission 
is discouraged, as is taking rocks from 
private property.

Found a Treasure?
• Share a picture of your find on the 
Facebook page listed on the back of 
the stone. 

• Pay it forward by either re-hiding the 
rock so that it might make someone 
else’s day or make one of your own to 
place in another hiding spot.

beach once provided her with much-needed encouragement. 
When leaving one morning for a stroll, she impulsively brought 
a permanent marker with her and, as she walked, she picked 
up and wrote short inspirational messages on five rocks, which 
she then dropped along the sandy shores for others to find. 
Although she had told no one what she had done, she states 
that she was amazed when a friend texted her a photo of one 
of them, telling her that discovering it had made her day. That 
experience, Megan says, was what sparked the idea for the 
project, which operates with two primary objectives: to inspire 
others and to recruit every person who stumbles upon it to join 
the pursuit of inspiring others through small acts of kindness!

rom those humble beginnings, this positive 
concept has expanded across the country and 
beyond as more people have been taken with 
the idea of spreading this positive message 
throughout their communities. As the “Venice 
Rocks” Facebook group demonstrates, bringing 

the rock trend to the Gulf Coast region has been extremely 
successful: started at the end of June, its page grew to nearly 

Want to join 
 in on the fun?

7,000 members by the end of August. Proving to be popular 
with artists of all ages, the Venice Art Center, many area 
churches, several of the public libraries and other groups have 
held rock painting events to encourage others to pursue this 
hobby. The activity spilled over into the business community 
as many stores, restaurants and other retailers participated, 
with some offering freebies or discounts to the individual who 
found their rocks. Local artist Victoria Dietz also created 10 
exclusively painted rocks for the City of Venice depicting the 
Centennial Park Gazebo, jetties, water tower, a shark’s tooth, 
and other Venice-themed designs.

The team at Venice Gulf Coast Living was enchanted with this 
fun concept, and staffer Betsy A. Eno produced a series of four 
rocks that illustrated the publication’s tagline, “A Magazine for 
People Who Live, Work and Play in Paradise.” VGCL’s Kelli 
Tindall snapped some shots of these beauties, then Betsy hid 
her distinctive artworks on Venice Island. If you’re curious 
to see who found them, visit the Venice Gulf Coast Living 
Magazine Facebook page.

F
Choose to help St. Francis Animal Rescue of Venice, 
and you can be a part of ensuring that all cats in our 
community are given the opportunity to enjoy their 
lives to the fullest. If you want a furry feline companion 
contact St. Francis Animal Rescue of Venice today!

To volunteer or make a donation, contact us at 941.492.6200 or log on to StFrancisARFL.org. 

941.999.FINS•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
FinsAtSharkys.com

  

941.488.1456•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
SharkysOnThePier.com

5000 East Venice Ave.
941.485.7221•SnookHaven.com

3 AMAZING VENICE WATERFRONT DINING EXPERIENCES
Open Daily

Smack Dab on the
Myakka River

Upscale Dining with an 
Unparalleled Gulf View Smack Dab on the Gulf

A Happy Halloween  
for All

Teal pumpkins are not only beautiful; 
displaying one can indicate to trick-or-treaters 

that you have non-food goodies available 
for children with food allergies and others 

who might enjoy these items. Learn more at 
FoodAllergy.org/Teal-Pumpkin-Project.


