
Exciting developments are underway at the Wildlife Center of Venice 
(WCV), a group that since 2004 has made its mission “to protect 
and preserve Southwest Florida’s native wildlife through educational 
outreach and to rescue, rehabilitate and release sick, injured, and 
orphaned wildlife to their native habitat whenever possible.” After 
obtaining final zoning approval in mid-September, the organization 
plans to begin formal construction of a new wildlife rehabilitation 
and educational facility that’s targeted to be fully operational within 
6 to 8 months. Executive Director Pam DeFouw notes, “While the 
project is in progress, we will still be rehabbing wildlife at the present 
property, which we will eventually be phasing out of entirely, so that 
there is no gap in animal care coverage.”

“Wildlife rehabilitation is becoming more established,” explains 
Pam, “and animal rehab and education go hand-in-hand. The new 
location gives us a fresh palette and the plans take into account 
personal observations our team has made at other wildlife rehab 
centers. The more we learn about a species, the more accurately 
we can treat it, which allows us to create species-specific habitats 
focused on the animal’s unique dietary and enrichment needs.”

15 Years & Growing
In addition to enabling the group to treat more native wildlife 
such as otters, birds, rabbits, frogs, and mice, the new facility 
will provide expanded education and outreach opportunities. 
These include programs for grade school and middle school 
students; community service hours for high school students; 
externships and credit hours for college students; and educational 
programs for the general public. “With all the community growth 
in our area,” Pam shares, “it’s important to teach how we can 
live with the wildlife around us. We’re involved in more than 

just helping injured wildlife; 
we also monitor where we 
find endangered species and 
track where various animal 
populations are found, which 
is critical in reconnecting 
rescues with their population.”

Given the area the WCV 
serves—all of Sarasota County 
as well as West Charlotte and 
South Manatee counties—and 
the number of animals treated 

each year, which was over 5,000 for 2018, donations are greatly 
appreciated. Topping this season’s wish list are monetary gifts 
which can be used toward immediate needs and supplies for 
baby bunnies and squirrels. Another significant need is for 
medical equipment and supplies, especially those used for 
wound care, since the medical treatment area at the new facility 
will be three times larger than the Center currently offers. Another 
opportunity to give is by attending or sponsoring the group’s 15th 
anniversary fundraiser being held later this month (see Calendar, 
page 57 for more information).

If you prefer to donate your time, Pam advises, “Although we 
currently have about 150 volunteers, we always welcome more,” 
Among the many opportunities, the Center has need for people 
to assist with rescue and transport efforts; onsite volunteers to 
help with feeding and handling animals; and homecare “parents” 
to foster some of the smaller mammals. “All training is provided 
at no cost by the Center,” she notes, “since equipping more 
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people with this knowledge is to the greater the benefit of our 
community. There’s a real need for wildlife rehabbers, so we’re 
building an army of helpers and promoting awareness. Just call 
our office if you’re interested.”

For more information on this article, contact the Wildlife 
Center of Venice at 941.484.9657. Donations can be sent to 
925 Jackson Road, Venice, FL 34292 or be made online at 
WildlifeCenterOfVenice.org. 
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