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Venice Mercato offers guests a one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience unable to be replicated anywhere else. After 
traveling into the galleries, a limitless feast for the eyes awaits. 
Shoppers will delight in artfully repurposed furniture, objet 
d’art, antique books, vintage items, including Buddha statues, 
paintings, chandeliers, jewelry and handmade garments. 
Everything is for sale, and any crafter or re-purposer can find 
items at a price range that’s right for them. 

Recently expanded, this artistic social hub offers a new outdoor 
market filled with fabulous finds for savvy treasure hunters. 
Over 30 vendors gather to support the growing close-knit 
creative community of Venice and talk all things art with 
visitors seeking a unique piece. Be inspired by an array of 
collections and learn about the intriguing artistic methods 
put into practice by a variety of visionaries. This atmosphere 
blossoms with imagination and will have your own talents 
ready to take flight. 

An Italian word for “marketplace,” the name “Mercato” was 
chosen both to synchronize with the Venice twin-cities theme 
and to celebrate the custom of the classic mercato. Not simply 
a place that offers goods and services, the Italian mercato is a 
tradition as old as the ancient cities of that country. Today, like 
then, these appealing events are also social functions where 
friends gather at designated locations featuring vendors with 
movable shops offering a wide range of items.  

Co-owner Dellane Brown, explains, “We are not a flea market 
or bargain warehouse, but rather a collaboration of artists and 
craftspeople with a vision for creatively re-purposing furniture 
and other items, so as to give everything you see here a new use 
and a new life. For us, it’s more than just selling merchandise; 
we’re expressing a collective artistic vision, realizing that 
what we do also has valuable implications for our culture and 
environment.”

Dellane and her business partner Kelly Grubbs (Boss Lady) keep 
their focus on creative evolution and moving forward with the 
dream. “This place began with a passionate idea and, together 
with Kelly, it’s become what you see now. We are open only 
during the last weekend of every month in season, and every 
mercato is staged with different collections and themes. On any 
given Saturday, we may have over 500 people come through.” 

Like its historical Italian namesake, the Venice Mercato is 
a unique social event and “field of dreams” that just keeps 
replenishing. Visit each month to shop, browse, talk art, and 
unleash your inner artist in an atmosphere that ignites inspiration.  

For more information about this advertorial, call 941.356.2355 
or visit Facebook.com/VeniceMercato. Located at 607 Spur 
Street in Venice, Venice Mercato is open 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Sat. 
and 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Sun. the last weekend of each month from 
Sept.–May.
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Your Market  
for Imagination

ooking from the outside, the Venice Mercato may appear to be an ordinary warehouse; 

however, its indistinctive exterior segues into an interior filled with displays that showcase an 

abundance of creativity and talent. Like a fascinating theatrical production, your everyday 

thoughts and cares will melt away as you are transported into a world of inspiration.L


