
941.999.FINS•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
FinsAtSharkys.com

  

941.488.1456•1600 Harbor Dr. S.
SharkysOnThePier.com

5000 East Venice Ave.
941.485.7221•SnookHaven.com

3 AMAZING VENICE WATERFRONT DINING EXPERIENCES
Open Daily

Smack Dab on the
Myakka River

Upscale Dining with an 
Unparalleled Gulf View Smack Dab on the Gulf

Sandy’s 
DESIGNER CLOTHING

 Sizes range from XS to XXXL • Specializing in USA-made clothing
128 W. Venice Avenue • Mon. - Sat. 10:30 -5:30 & Sun. 12-4 cu
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941.484.9911   www.sandysdesignerclothing.com

Unique designer clothes that fit your style...and you.
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520 41 Byp. S., Venice, FL 34285 ∙ At the Brick Yard Plaza 

 
Shadow Boxes ∙ Fine Art 

Canvas Stretching 
Specialty Mat Cutting 

 
Ringling College of Art Alumna 

 

www.treesbythesea.com • 941-468-6992 

Studio appointments available
Visit our website or call for more details

l Trees l Wreaths 
l Centerpieces 
l Custom-designed
l Illuminated

Trees by the Sea
Award-winning & Hand-decorated 

Want to bring home a pet with a colorful appearance that is sure to brighten any day? Look no further than the 
absolutely “shell-tacular” Rainbow Crab (Cardisoma armatum)! 

hen young, males of this species typically display a wide range of hues, including shades of 
white on the claws, vivid orange or red on the legs, and blue-violet on the carapace, which is 

the portion of the crustacean’s exoskeleton covering the head and thorax. Throughout their lifetime, 
females tend to be less vibrantly colored, and the coloration tends to fade in both sexes as they mature. 

In addition to this difference, males generally have a narrower, pointier underside flap, whereas this feature is wider 
in females. Upon maturity, these crabs can grow to widths of 6 to 8 inches across the carapace, although most will 
remain considerably smaller when kept as pets.

As a creature named for the multiple colors displayed on its body, it seems fitting that the Rainbow Crab has 
racked up a number of other descriptive labels, as it is also known as an Indigo, Tricolor and even a Patriot crab. 
Referencing its origins in coastal western Africa, other monikers include Nigerian moon and African rainbow crab. 
Among individuals in the pet industry, it is often called a “soap dish crab” due to the fact that, because of their 
territorial nature, these crustaceans have to be packed individually for shipping in containers resembling that type of 
dish. Confusingly, many of these terms like ‘moon crab’ and ‘soapdish crab’ may also be applied to similarly vibrant 
crab species, including the remaining three species of Cardisoma and the Halloween Crab (Gecarcinus quadratus).

If you decide to bring home one of these 
colorful crustaceans, a variety of exotic 
pet suppliers can be found online, and 
with overnight shipping, you can receive 
your new friend right away! To prepare 
for your crab’s arrival, set up a home 
environment that mimics the conditions 
found in its native region. Researchers 
have reported that this species of land 
crab naturally occurs on the sand and 
mud flats on the lower Volta river system 
in Africa, where it likes to burrow in 
hideouts that it makes in the mud. As 
such, any habitat for your crab should 
include both an area of water and 
a beach; to accommodate these two 
zones, experts advise a minimum tank 
size of 20 gallons. Also, given the crab’s 
natural climate, it is recommended to 
install a thermometer in the enclosure 
to ensure that its average temperature 
ranges between 68 and 75°F, and to 
supplement with heat and cooling 
sources as needed.

rimarily a terrestrial species, the 
rainbow crab will be content as 
long as it has access to either 
fresh or slightly brackish water. 

In fact, less is more with this creature: 
while it may need hydration, it’s more 
important to be sure it has adequate 
space above the water level where it 
can sit. To ensure your crab has this 
essential area, a popular method is to 
form a bank on one side of the tank, 
creating a slope into water that is three 
to four inches deep. By using aquarium 
or reptile sand, your crab will be able to 
create burrows in the sand bank, and it 
will retain its shape when wet without 
collapsing, particularly when reinforced 
with driftwood. The sand side of your 
crab’s tank should be kept moist at 
all times, and this will usually happen 
naturally due to contact with the water. 
If the sand is dry throughout it as well 
as on the top layer, the environment 
of the tank may be too dry, or the 
water area may not be large enough 
comparatively to the land area. Shelter 
is another necessity for this creature, so 
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Cute Creature of Many Colors: 

THE RAINBOW CRAB
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Just imagine how wonderfully convenient it would be to wake up 
each morning without having to apply your makeup or reapply it 
throughout the day—or evening. That’s the beauty of permanent 
makeup by Cheryl A. Doss, R.N.!

Cheryl has been performing permanent makeup procedures in 
the Venice area for 20 years and has been voted the Venice 
Gondolier’s Readers’ Choice winner for Permanent Makeup for 
the past five consecutive years. A Florida licensed registered nurse 

and facial specialist certified in medical aesthetics, Cheryl has 
earned certified SofTap® Instructor status and offers personalized 
SofTap® training to medical and beauty professionals from 
around the nation. Cheryl has been credited with developing  

The PerfecT SoluTion for laSTing BeauTy

AwArd-winning PermAnent mAkeuP!  
  

article & Photos ProVided by cheryl a. doss, r.n.  
Venice Gulf coast liVinG maGazine

the soft, natural-looking hair-
stroke eyebrows technique, which  
was published in COSMETECH 
magazine. She has been a guest 
speaker at the Society of Permanent Cosmetic Professionals 
(SPCP) and the American Academy of Micropigmentation (AAM) 
conventions on the topics of color and eyebrow design. She has 
authored numerous trade publications including a permanent 
makeup training manual.  

In addition to the popular hair-stroke eyebrow technique, 
Cheryl also provides eyeliner that simulates the appearance 
of thick eyelashes, and lip color that redefines and enhances 
lip shape. Contact Cheryl today for an appointment, and you 
will soon be looking your best while enjoying your favorite 
activities, no matter what the weather, any time of day! 

For more information about this advertorial, call 941.486.8039, 
email CherylDossRN@gmail.com or log on to LastingMakeup.
com. Permanent Makeup! by Cheryl A. Doss, R.N., Inc., is located 
in the Brickyard Plaza at 530 US-41 Bypass S., #24A in Venice.

Visit us on the web at www.JacarandaTrace.com
3600 William Penn Way, Venice Florida 

Schedule Your Personal Tour Today! 
Call Us At (941) 408-2050

Now Featuring Memory Care Services

ALF #10358

What’s going on at the Venice Art Center? 
 

“Reflections” Show 
July 13 - August 17 

Reception: July 13, 5-7pm 

390 Nokomis Ave. S. Venice, FL 941-485-7136   VeniceArtCenter.com 

SEE ART. FEEL ART. CREATE ART.SEE ART. FEEL ART. CREATE ART.  
 
 
 

For more information please call 941-485-7136,  
stop by & pick up a schedule or visit us on  
the web VeniceArtCenter.com 

VAC Uncorked: Step-by-Step Instruction 
No experience necessary! You and your friends  

will leave with a unique masterpiece! 

Adult & Teen Classes & Kids Camp 
Sessions through August 17th 

State-of-the-art care for Prostate, Bladder and Kidney Diseases
941.485.3351 (24 Hr)•RTRurology.com • 842 Sunset Lake Blvd., Ste 403, Venice

PROVISION LASER EYE CENTER
Now Offering the Precision of Customized Laser Cataract Surgery

Family Atmosphere & Friendly Staff

493-0311 • 1191 Jacaranda Blvd., Venice  v  475-8532 • 473 Indiana Ave. S., Englewood

395 Commercial Court, Suite E •  Venice, Florida 34292 
941.486.1404 • toll-free: 888.926.6128 • VeniceFloridaDermatology.com

       Jeffrey R. Hunek, M.D.
• Board Certified Dermatologist & Dermatologic Surgeon
• Diplomate of the American Board of Dermotology
• Practicing in Southwest Florida for over 10 years 
• WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

Comprehensive Care for 
Skin, Hair & Nails

DERMATOLOGY & DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY

Helping you 
& your 
family 

maintain 
healthy 

skin.

be sure to set up hiding spots composed 
of bogwood, rocks or even cork. Addi-
tionally, enthusiasts recommend that the 
tank be securely covered, since these 
crabs might otherwise be at risk of 
escaping from these enclosures.

Care must be taken when selecting 
any potential habitat-mates. While you 
may be tempted to get another rainbow 
crab, most experts advise against this 
since the species can be aggressive and 
territorial. Also, it is not recommended to 
include fish since those elegant aquatic 
swimmers are a favorite part of your 
crab’s omnivorous diet. Noted for being 
a scavenger, the rainbow crab naturally 
eats any fruit; vegetation; smaller crabs; 
tiny reptiles and amphibians; mollusks; 
and even insects it can obtain. Therefore, 
fulfilling your pet’s dietary needs should 
be a cinch: it will readily accept a variety 
of live or prepared foods such as pellets; 
chopped fruits and vegetables; meat; fish 
and more.

y providing a cuttlefish bone 
in the tank, your crab will also 
be able to receive the sup-
plemental calcium it needs 

to support the growth and health of its 
shell. When they are young, crabs will 
shed their shell and armor several times, 
and these vital parts tend to be less 
vividly hued each time that they grow 
back. While your crab is shedding, it is 
soft and vulnerable, so it is best to give 
it some extra space at these times. Prior 
to this process, you may notice that your 
crab has a reduced or lack of appetite; 
however, when it’s over, you’ll want to 
give it plenty of food so it can regain its 
strength.

Once you get to know the Rainbow 
Crab, you’ll soon find it is a truly “claw-
some” creature!

The advice provided in this article is general 
in nature, and may need to be adapted for 
your specific situation. Always consult your 
veterinarian.
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